242              Burke1 s joking and eloquence,         [Sept. IB.
and that the Latin was not correct. He found fault with appropinquabant\ in the character of Gilmour. I tried him with the opposition between gloria and palma, in the com-parison between Gilmour and Nisbct, which Lord Hailes, in his Catalogue of the Lords of Session, thinks difficult to be understood. The words are, 'penes ilium gloria, penes hunc palinc?.' In a short Account of the Kirk of Scotland, which I published some years ago, I applied these words to the two contending parties, and explained them thus: 'The popular party has most eloquence: Dr. Robertson's party most influence.' I was very desirous to hear Dr. Johnson's explication. JOHNSON. ' I see no difficulty. Gilmour was admired for his parts; Nisbct carried his cause by his skill in law. Paluia is victory.' I observed, that the character of Nicholson, in this book resembled that of Burke: for it is said, in one place,' in omncs lusos & jocos se scepe rcsolvebaf'! and, in another, ' scil accipitris more e coiisfectii. aliqiiando astantinm sublimi se protraliens volatu, in prcedam miro tin-pctu dcsccndebaf! JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; I never heard Burke make a good joke in my life6.' BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, you will allow he is a hawk.' Dr. Johnson, thinking that I meant this of his joking, said, ' No, Sir, he is not the hawk
1 ' Ilium jura potius ponere quam dc jure respondcre dixisscs; cique appropinquabant clicntcs tanquam juclici potius quam advocate.' Mackenzie's Works, ed. 1716, vol. i. part 2, p. 7.
a ' Opposuit ci providentia Nisbetum : qui summfi doctrin& consum-mataque eloquentiu catisas agebat, ut justitiaj scate in ffiquilibrio essent; nimiii tamen arte semper utens artcm suam suspcctam redde-bat. Quoties ergo conflixerunt, penes Gilmorum gloria, penes Nisbetum palma £uit; quoniam in hoc plus artis et cultus, in illo natural ct virium.' Ib.
3 He often indulged himself in every species of pleasantry and wit. BOSWELL.
* But like the hawk, having soared with a lofty flight to a height which the eye could not reach, he was wont to swoop upon Ills quarry with wonderful rapidity. BOSWELL. These two quotations are part of the same paragraph, and are not even separated by a word. Ib. p. 6.
f See ante, i. 525; iii. 367 ; iv. 319; and v. 35.
there.rise early, not later than eight.' Ib. p. 139.
